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Serving armed forces personnel and their 
families are very mobile and as such it can 
be difficult to establish their place of ordinary 
residence as they can reside in various parts 
of the UK and overseas for varying periods of 
time. 

As a result, the Scottish Government, the 
Student Awards Agency Scotland (SAAS) and 
the Scottish Funding Council (SFC) policy is to 
consider the place in which the serving forces 
member was living before they first joined up 
as their place of ordinary residence.  This is 
regardless of whether they and their family 
member(s) are living abroad or in the UK, and 
where in the UK they want to study. 

This approach is taken across the UK and 
means that all serving forces personnel and 
their family should be eligible for student 
support from their home part of the UK. 

So in most cases, if they are a member of the 
armed forces and their family member i.e. 
husband, wife, civil partner, or child (including 
step child, adopted child and foster child) are 
entering education and they signed up for the 
armed forces in Scotland, their family member 
will apply to SAAS for Higher Education 
Support or the College for Further Education 
Support, regardless of where in the UK (or 
abroad) they are living.  If they signed up in 
England, Wales or Northern Ireland, their 
family member will apply to that country’s 
funding body for support. 

However, there are some circumstances 
where it is possible to consider a member for 
the forces and their family as ordinary resident 
in Scotland, despite them living elsewhere in 
the UK before they signed up, for example, 
where a forces family have moved off base 
and purchased a home in the local community 
and have remained there while the servicing 
forces member is posed elsewhere.  In this 
situation they are likely to consider the family 
as ordinarily resident in Scotland. 

Family members of HM Armed Forces

Veterans of the armed forces 
The above exception will not normally apply 
to veterans of the armed forces. This is 
because veterans are no longer on active 
service and are more likely be residing in a 
particular location on a permanent basis.  
Therefore, Veterans who have exited the 
armed forces and chosen to reside in Scotland 
on a permanent basis, may qualify for 
student support under our general residency 
conditions, irrespective of where they signed 
up.  

What Funding is available?
Each agency will have their own thresholds 
for the support they offer for course fees and 
living support through Bursaries and Student 
Loans.  We recommend students and their 
families to check the appropriate websites:

College/University
www.moray.uhi.ac.uk

Student Award Agency Scotland
www.saas.gov.uk

Student Finance England 
www.direct.gov.uk

Student Finance Wales
www.studentfinancewales.co.uk

Student Finance Northern Ireland
www.StudentFinanceni.ac.uk

If you are planning to study at Moray College 
UHI and believe that you are affected by these 
arrangements, please contact the Student 
Finance Team on 01343 576218 or 576328 to 
discuss how you can proceed with securing 
funding for your course of study.
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